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COLLAR, Philip Albert 
 
Fitter, 146171 
"D" Battery, 68th Brigade,  
Royal Field Artillery 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Wednesday, 2nd October 1918 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: Cerisy-Gailly Military Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders  
Aged 21 years 
 

Philip Albert Collar was the first born of Albert and Kate Collar, nee Iron.  He was 
born on the 29th July 1897 and baptised Philip Albert 2 months later at the Old 
Independent Church, Haverhill,  
 
His father Albert had been born at Halstead, 
Essex in 1875, but as a child had moved to 
31 Duddery Road, Haverhill, with his 
parents, George and Jane.  Albert’s father 
died when he was only 9 years old and his 
mother became caretaker of the Old 
Independent Church, living right next door at 
2 Essex Yard, alongside the blacksmith’s 
shop (pictured) where her son James 
worked. 
 
By the age of 15 Albert was apprenticed to a wheelwright.  He married local girl Kate 
Iron, a machinist, and they too lived at 2 Essex Yard, when Philip was born.  Three 
sisters followed: Edith born in 1899, Kathleen in 1902 and Winifred in 1909 with the 
growing family moving to 22 Mount Road, then 30 Hamlet Road.  In 1910 
grandmother Jane died and was buried in Haverhill Cemetery. 
 
When Philip left school, he worked in the local Iron Works until he enlisted into the 
Royal Field Artillery at Haverhill in March 1916.  He was in training for seven weeks 
before being posted to France where he was to serve in ‘D’ Battery, 68th Brigade of 
the Royal Field Artillery.  Philip and his comrades were responsible for the 
movement of the heavier mortars and the medium calibre guns and howitzers.  Their 
final advances at Flanders and Artois were begun in early October 1918. It was 
during action on 2nd October that Philip was killed in action. 
 
Albert and Kate first heard from a chum of Philip’s, Gunner A. Howard, of Yeldham:  

 
I am very sorry to have to write and tell you the bad news respecting the 
death of your son, Philip Collar, who was killed in action on October 2nd at 
early morn. The place where it happened, and how it happened I am not 
allowed to state, but I am pleased to say he suffered no pain, as he was 
killed instantly. The sympathy of the battery is great for his parents, as he 
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was a brave and most intelligent lad. He was also nearly due for leave. It 
nearly broke my heart to write about it, but if there is any possible chance of 
getting his private property I will bring it home, if I ever have the luck to 
return to Yeldham again. I will beg of you to accept my deepest sympathy to 
the family in the loss of your son.  
 

The South West Suffolk Echo on 26th October 1918 reported: 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Collar of 30,Hamlet Road, Haverhill, have been officially notified 
that their only son, Fitter Philip Albert Collar, of the R.F.A. was killed in action in 
France on October 2nd. Deceased, who was only twenty one years of age, was 
employed at the iron works prior to joining up in March 1916. He was in training for 
seven weeks before proceeding to France.  

 
Later, the grieving parents received a letter from Philip’s Lieutenant, in which he said 
‘No doubt by the this time you will have received the sad news of the death of your 
son, Fitter Collar. I write this as his Section Commander and on behalf of the 
Officers, N.C.O's and men of this Battery to offer our deepest sympathy. He was 
loved and esteemed by all. It may be of some consolation to you to know that he did 
not suffer, death was instantaneous. He was in a dug-out, on which there was a 
direct hit, and he lost his life with four other comrades.’  He went on to say ‘Collar 
was always energetic, willing and eager, and in him I have lost a good soldier. 
Please accept my heartfelt sympathy’. 
 
No. 146171 Fitter Philip Albert Collar was awarded the Victory and British Medals.  
He is remembered on the Old Independent Church Memorial and also at the Cerisy-
Gailly Military Cemetery, Cerisy, Somme, France, six miles from the town of Albert. 
 
Philip was initially laid to rest in St Helene British Cemetery near St Quentin but after 
the war those buried there were reinterred in Cerissy-Gailly Military Cemetery. 
Philip’s grave was one of four in St Helene British Cemetery that were lost. A special 
memorial was erected to commemorate these men from the same unit who had died 
together on 2nd October 1918. 
 

 
 

Philip also has a headstone which bears the 
inscription:  
 

TILL WE MEET AGAIN 
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Cerisy-Gailly Military 
Cemetery photo 
courtesy of CWGC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the day of the dedication of the Haverhill Memorial, a wreath was inscribed:  
  

“To the ever loving memory of our only boy, Fitter Philip A. Collar R.F.A. 
from, Dad, Mum, Edith, Kath and Winnie” 

 
Philip’s father died in 1937, and his mother in 1946. They were buried in Haverhill 
Cemetery and their gravestone also bears an inscription to Philip. 
 
 

 


